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Our Free Press, as Always,
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Measures Up to Emergency

IN ANSWER to some mur urs in
S Washington that tj‘ﬁ'e‘{' 1Unite’d
States’ free pre iSpartly to
for™TH Cithan Bsis. the

.

itself well in the face of many dif-
- ficulties. .

There is not an ethical newspa-

Der publisher or editor in the land,.

we believe, who is not ready to

recognize that any war, cold or hot,

presents new -problems and re.

sponsibilities. "And the present rec-

ord is one of notable help to -the

government on matters of security.
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President Kennedy certainly has
not said anything to indicate that

he would like the power of the.

press to be limited. Nevertheless,
he pointed out in his speech to the
nation’s publishers last night that it
ris_hard for us to move in secret
while Russia can plan and act be-
:cause of absolute control over
'the. press and other news media.
| This indeed is a problem that needs
more thought.

As for the abonbivesEashio ain-
vasion, if such an undermanned. at-
tack by Cuban exiles deserves such
2 name, it might have been befter

. for all if the press had ‘been able
: to give more advance information.
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| of the guerrilla, ¢ aini nder. C
ot R
. velops, ‘had Forfie GAuSe To’ predict -

Y

{an inyasion : _ 4
“When the little invasion did
- start, the press did not get much
“Information from the State Depart-
- ment or elsewhere, at first. Later

' Secretary of State Rusk announced

: frec ) @ fp plame,
S e dRANBlASCO, the, best .an- i
SWEFTETHAT ﬁle i)res"g has handled

military movement, but news.from

@e8uld be expected to blame.
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- that this'was in no sénse a major .

!

Cuba said the very opposite. And |
in ,an¥ circumstances, the Commu- |

f
t

the Tg@lBle thing on an “imperialist” |

plot ted by the United St,ate_s.
KIDME®: newspapers are said to
havey WOlintarily withheld news

aboubw ‘%&; invasion preparations;
1'wag their privilége: but we -
fail to‘—s%gf what was gained by this
action. ¥ - i,
" Dismis¥ing an -thought of com-
pulsory restrictidns ‘which would.
certainly be rejected by Congress
as a.violation of the Constitution,

- a meeting of minds on voluntary

censorship should be attainable.

Great Britain has an official
secret act, making it a felony to

- publish government secrets. But
during World War II the United -

States had a better program ef

‘voluntary. censorship. Reporters

were expected to consult the Of-

fice of Censorship headed by Byron -

. Price, himself a newsman, on stories
-that might affect national security,

The results were more than satis-
factory. ' : :
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- Though printing all news that is
proper and fit is the business of the -

press, it is not indifferent to the
President’s problems as a new pro-
gram is launched for meeting
enemy subversion and penetration,

" Rights of the free press are not

going to be tampered with, but ‘

patriotic cooperation in the cold

war crisis.can be taken for grant-

ed. If there are any who have
doubts on this score, they have only
to look around them.
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